What a few parents say when we ask:
1. It is not “too soon” to talk about autism. – Don’t give us false reassurance when there is a problem. If we don’t seem ready to you, it is still your job as a professional to discuss your concerns. If our child had a physical illness would you tell us? Waiting may cheat us out of time that we can use to get help for our child. 
2. Listen to our concerns- acknowledge our parent’s intuition and take time to talk about the differences we are seeing. Respect that we know our child best.
3. Give us written information –we won’t remember everything you said and we need facts to share with family. 
4. Be open to schedule a time to talk again- we will have questions and may want to include family.
5. Help us find resources- resources for information, resources for services for our child and resources for our family.

6. Tell us what happens next.
7. Tell us, “It is not about poor parenting”.  Tell us, “You are not alone, your child matters, you matter”.

8. Make us part of your team and we will be fearless and tireless. The success of our children is up to us as parents.
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